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1 my associates,' or ' these our Bishops/ ' Clerks/ or
* people;' or * it is true because Donatus, or Pontius,
or any one else, did these or those marvellous acts/
or 'because men pray at the shrines of our dead
brethren, and are heard/ or 'because this or that
happens there/ or ' because this brother of ours/ or
' that our sister/ 'saw such and such a vision when he
was awake/ or 'dreamed such and such a vision
when he was asleep/ Put away what are either the
fictions of men who lie, or the wonders of spirits who
deceive. For either what is reported is not true, or, if
among heretics wonders happen, we have still greater
cause for caution, inasmuch as our Lord, after declar-
ing that certain deceivers were to be, who should work'
some miracles, and deceive thereby, were it possible,
even the elect, added an earnest charge, in the words,
' Behold, I have told you before/ Whence also the
Apostle warns us that ' the Spirit speaketh expressly,
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils/
Moreover, if any one is heard who prays at the shrines
of heretics, what he receives, whether good or bad, is
consequent not upon the merit of the place, but upon'
the merit of his own earnest desire. For * the Spirit
of the Lord/ as it is written, ' hath filled the whole
world/ and 'the ear of His zeal heareth all things/
And many are heard by God in anger; of whom saith
the Apostle, 'God gave them up to the desires of their